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m. Attache Branch received, axa were ‘the ren. or the German 
tery attaches is foreig countries and passed the core of. the in | 
formation on to ite verlor agencies, the Aveistant. Chief of start iv 
(Tatel2igencs), Chief of the General Staff, Gormander in Chief of the 
; Army, and the Wehrmacht High Command, It handled the activities and the 
| _Wrieting given the German: military attaches and. * ‘the only Maison 
agency of the Arey Nan Command to the forsign ailitery attaches ao 
| ereattea et Derlin, The Branch prepared for the mutual exchange of mili- 
tary. attaches with foreign arni es, ambject to approval by the sperter 
7 egeoten, including: the invitation ‘ef foreign military attaches and 
foreken delegations to German manenvers and end dance of them while there. 
me attache Branch further fostered relations with foreign armies and 
| ecpervised Felations vith foretgaere ant the foreign leaves of Goren 
ai Together with the protoeo) department of the Foreign Office : 
and A vith the A n Personnel ‘Office the Branch handled. the gerenontal : 5 
kralre of the un a far as terel sere ware. concerned, including ‘the i 
86 70 enten. the Attache ranch me 125 charge of. he = 
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tie amy and navy atteches and for invitations extended te fareigers. Wy 
the Corman. Ar. In tine of war these tasks vere enlarced tr infseutica 
| given te the german and foreign military attaches ea the ur eitimtica and 
the oooperation with German amd confederate 1101 staffs, Beside 4 
‘Matted exchange er attaches with confederate and partly «with neatral 
ales, front ‘line visite of foreign military attaches ani delegations 
took the Place of participation in manenvers, The liberty ef zovenent | 
of foreign offioere in Germany was regulated ly the Atteche Branch. In 
cooperation with the Public Relations Branch of the Wekrancht Sigh Command, 
important publications of the German and Foreign Press, as well as reverts ö 
| of war correspondents, and war and training filius vere procured and placed 
at the dinpocal of Geraany's allies and in part ales of the neatral 411 
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tary attaches, 


CHAPTER 2 
SEOTIONS OF THE AT Tann BRANCH IN Menn 


1.  ORGANE ZATION Amp coro st troR® 
The Attache Branch was composed of a chief and seven eud-scctions 
five of which handled the activities and regents ef a nanber ef Jerman 
ailitary attaches and maintained eontact with the eorresponding foreign 
ailitery attaches, Their composition corresponded to that of the Westera 
- and Eastern InteL1igence Branches, Another subseetion was eoucerned with 
enerad aftaire and compiled final surveys, fhe laet madecction wae charged 
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for army and navy attaches and for invitations extended to. foralgners * 
the German Army. In time of war these tasks were enlarged * information. 


gives. te the German ani foreign military attaches on the war situation and 
the aooperation with German ant confederate Liaison statin, Beside a 
‘Limited exchange ef attaches with confederate and partly with neutral 


araice, front line visits of toreiga military attaches and delegations 
took the place of participation in * The liberty of novenant 
of foreien officers in Germany was regulated w the Attache Branch, In 
edoperation with the Public Relatione Branch of the Wehrmacht High Gomand, 


important publications ef the dernan and Foreign press, as well as raporte 


ef var correspondents, and war and training films were prodaured and placed 


at the di apo cal of Germany's allies and in part aleo of the neutral mille 
tary attaches. 


GUPTER 2 
SROTIONS GF THE APTAGHE BRANCH 18 PEACETIED 


1. ORGABI Zaz lor AED COMPOSITION* 

The Attache Branch ws composed of a chief and seven enb-nections 
five of which handled the activities and reports of a number of Jerman 
military attaches and maintained eontsot with the corresponding forelen 
military attaches, Their composition corresponded to that of the Western 
and astern Intelligence Branches, Another subsection was gonderned vith 
general affaire amd cempiled final surveys, The last midsection wie charged 
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with administrative and financial functions, & courier etation ase 
the wail going abroad and received fron the Foreign office the Incoming 
courier mail. ‘The Attache Branch was composed. of former reserve officers, 
moet of whom had saves exeaplarily in the field forces, on special aal 
mente, or had deen trained as asi stant chiefa ef taff. Knowledge of 
foreign languages, special experiences gained abrond, and del 11 tn dealing 
with foreigners and with all kind of German agencies vere 56 1 f kor e- 
over many officials and a large Arbor of employees, some with knowledge 
ef foreign languages, were attached to the Branch, 


Il, TIA Mons 


The Attache Branch was the home 3 of the German military 
attaches chen representing the Gersan Arzy High Command with the dernan 
diplozatic migeions and with foreign arnies. The Branch handled all their 
affairs and was responsible for the compilation and diatribation of their 
report s. . 

The assigusent of Garmen military attaches to foreign countries, 
Already long since plenned, was approved in the auturn 1932 and ordered 
in Decexder 1932, The first three nilitary attaches entered upon their 
duties in March 1933 at Paris, London, and Washington, and at the sane 
time Hadrid, Listen, Brascels, the Hague, and Mexico City were notified 
that attaches would Be assigned, Later military attaches for Rome, Prague, 


Vieana, and lerrav vere appointed with co-assignzents to Budapest, Buckareet 


a ran 


sofia, and Berns, sabsoquenthy 1114 tary attaches wre appointed to Moscow, 

Budapest, Helainki, and for all the Scandinavian etates, Tokyo, Budapest, 

Ankara and in 193736 Selesence (later Madrid), Brussel e, Bucharest, Sofia, 

Berne, N stockhels received their own military attaches, as well as Gopenhazen 

and Calo, Im aid 1938 à military atteche wis acoredited to Bio de Janeiro | 

and at the beginning of 1939 an attache us sent to Athens, | | 
Before the var the Aray High Oomuand had ascigned twenty officers 

ranking from Oberstleutnant to Generalleutnant as military attaches to 

thirty df rferent foreign high commands or general staffs. Attaches were 

immediately subordinate to the Chief of the General Staff and, while abroad, 


0 the chief of the German mission (embassy or legation). Service regu- 


lations Lesued by Reichepraesident von Rindenturg set forth their taske and 
position within the miasion ne gibentiunte to the foreign office. | An order 
of the Reich Mini eter of Yar contained vippleaentary inetrauctions of a mili- 
tary nature congerning the oocperation of the generally independent military, 
navy, and air attaches, Consequentiy in countries vhere thera were military 
attaches of the different branches of arne, and this was often the cass, 
there was no military head, A later experiment of the A ray High 98 
to create a Nehruacht Attache was a failure because of the selection of 
un aui table Persons. 

the main tack of the allitary attache was to gain and maintain good 
i with the army of a foreign country and ite military agencies. 
Activities along intelligence lines vere strictly forbidden them, The 
desired Snformation on the country to which the attache we assigned we 
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do De, derived fron experience, from studying the press and literature, 


or fron questioning competent authorities, The military attaches were 
charged with maki ng applientions for visite to trocp units or army in- 
stitutions in accordance vith the political relations. Mey participated 
to a great ont ent in the ceremonies of bestowing decorations, The mille 
tary attaches were finanolally placed in a position to represent socially 
fa an appropriate manner the German Wehrmacht at the diplomatic corps 
funotions and in the military and civil cirales of the respective countries 
and eepectally at their om residences, 

Reports were trenenitted by wire or written reports were sent once 
or tulce a week by the couriers of the Foreign Of fade. Before traneiasion 
the rahort s were aubmitted to the chief of the mission, who initialed 
then, or, perhaps, added a remark expressing a different opinion. To atop 
or change the reports without the consent of the nilitary attache was not 
allowed, ALL dere letters or reports were addressed to the Attache 
Branch as the only aganey of the Aray High Command entitled to receive 
them, In lose cooperation with the western and Fastern Intelligence 
Branches, all parts or the reports dened. important to the general staff 
were passed on to them for further handling or further distributed by the 
Attache Branch, , i | ö 

me Attache Branch was charged with submitting 3 parte of | 
the reports: or telegrams, without delay and as working on them, to 


dhe Commander in Chief of the Army, the Ohief of the General staff and | 0 
the Ageletant Chief of staff Iv, This van wostly dene in the form of I 


= Noa, . 


extracts or verbal reports dated en short notes taken down at the tine. 
N orten ‘the original report ms naded, Those parts of interest to the Army 
nien Command were al se handed to the Foreign Branch of the Vehrmacht Bigh 
Command. Other portions were drougut to the knowledge of the respective 
offices or branches of the 4 High Command or- other interested agencies 
er were vorkea on ty the Attache Branch, Mah report. opinion or question 
of the military attache wae answered in prineiple in such a way that the 
military attache learned how his elaboration had been interpreted, which 
questions were atill open to clarification and which suggestions wore 
heing made in that respect, 80 that on receipt of this reply, he knew in 
Mich direction he should proceed with his work, ‘Semiannual reports of 
the military attache were euppo ced to give a general view on developzente 
in ‘the raspeet 1 vo obuntry taking into account the individual reports sent 
by him in the meantime, os 

fhe tasks of the military attache and the matters on which he had 
to report were stipulated in the service remilations, ‘the Intelligence 
Branches chiefly requested information concerning reporte and Judgsent s 
on the army of each country, as, for instance, its strength, arnanents 
and equipnent, or confirnation of atatenents in nilitary Literature, 
genital publications or nevepapera of the foretun qountry, vhioh had come 
to the knowledge of the Intelligence Branches or other agencies of the 
Aray High Command. Other requests were submitted by the ‘Training and 
Operations Branch, the Aras inspectorates, the Personnel Office, the 


orünange Office and ethers, Te carry out these requeats the military 
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| military attaches Left to their own initiative in a. foreign country and 


ö expect to find oe understanding and ners. Thus amfidense 


attaches were instructed to bet into gontact with special people on the 


general start of ‘the reapective country, to ask questions, to apply for 


port eston to visit the troops, or to make courteay calls en high mide 
tery personages dy order of the Commander in Chief of the Aruy or the 
Chief of the General Staff, 


Tae Fequests, d questions, and egg den from all ngenolee were a- 


rected to ‘the Attache Branch or originated from the Attache Branch 44er. 


The ai fferent questions vere coordinated by the Attache Branch and, if, 
opportune, forwarded aleo to other_silitary attaches in the same ares, 
Generally the method of execution of euch orders wae left to the Judge 
ment of the wilitary attaches, within the Maite of the service regu- | 
lations, From time to time, however, the Attache Branch made suggestions 
ve the military attache that he determine, for instance, whether verbal, 
or written Inquiries to the general staff of the respective country mi ent 


vo opportune or not in view of the attitude of the foreign military attaches 


at Berlin in similar cases, It had aleo to be talen into donsideration whether | 


at that duncture the Gorman General Staff would be prepared to anever u @imi- | es 


lary posed, question, 
411 recue sts and cuggentions of tha. dernen military attaches were 
trauted vy the Attache branch with special care. and in a warn light, the 


stationsd at German missions, which often showed, Little understanding for 
military ideas, were in strong need of a home agency in whieh, they auI 
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was eine and possible atttorences in age and Length of service betwsen 
the military attaches and the leader of the at ttache 400 blen were bridged: 
over, laying the foundation for Rony years Of smooth cndperation, dach 


‘angnentions could, for instance, ‘concern events, wich had not yet so far 


developed as to require regular reporte, but the knowledge of which ment 
al ready ‘be of importance to the higher military agencies, It nicht concern 
the cooperation with the corresponding foreign military attaches at Berlin, 
interchange of attaches, the military attaches! own training desires and 
special travel requerte, The gection al se concerned itself with: questions - 
of the attache off iee, aooperation by the mission, personal ar fat re and 
those of hig family, billeting or finanelal questions, Even, if duch 
questions did not concern the serviae at all, they were handled with the 
name care, 

The orlentation of the German military attaches van an important 
‘tank of the Attache Branch, dine the attaches were regularly Anforned 
through ‘essential reporte and experiences of wilitary attaches in other 
countriges on the organization, tho state of training and armaments of the 
German Amy, and on spacial maneuvers, tests and experiences, the 1111 


tory attaches were k ven & hint of chat to have in view when judging the 


3 military forve of the foreign country, These reports ineluded inetructions 


for the alter at taches as to ich part vas meant for their om orien- 
sation and whieh part of the information could de passed on to the general 
staff of the foreign country el ther. voluntartly or if asked, It was of 


Krad Amportanae to keep the niittary attaches infornea on the activities 
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. of the correnponaing foreten mili tary attaches at Berlin, on melir r abtitutes, 
and on hele questions. Gersan aytaches always received copies of the | 
weltten anevere e * W Attache Branch to questions of the foreign 


iter atte 


m — at well as “the orientation of the German military 
attaches was handled vr the attache Branch weed on euggestions sade r 
N the attaches themselves An cooperation. with other agencies of the mn 
. Command. and on approval. of the Avetotant Chief of Staff IV and the enter 
of the general staff. Plane for castganents do troop duty, 3 : 
ix maneuvers or attendance at ailitery schools were prepared and carried 
out in dae time, In this way the military attaches cala de posted on 
military developments, wo. that when relieved they gould be employed again 
as deer omandepre without delay, | | 
From e one to three tines annually, eacoriing to their distance from 
Berlin, the military attaches came howe to make pereonal reports. ‘The 
Attache Branch worked out a tine schedule for these vi t, dated om im 
- quirtes and wishes, the particulars of vhich were stipulated ty the re- 
apective technical officers reporting on those countries. Reports and 
al sousstons with the. Commander in chief of the army, ont er ef the General 
staff, Assistant Chior of statt iv. chlef of the Attache Branch, and, if 
necessary, at the Vehrnaght High Command and the Foreign Office were pro- 
; vided, as well as Aincasstons Am the Vester and metern Intelligence 
Branches ond other agencies ot the Any Aich Command, aueh aotivities 
generally remited in Aeportant knowledge being gained dy the military 


18 * P04 


attaches for their further activity. 
Onee & year all German military attaches aasendled. vy order of the 
thief of the General Staff at Berlin fer a disonasion, prepared and super. 


vised by the Attache Branch, lasting from eight to ten dare. The military 


attaches wore asked in advance the points they wanted 890 discuss ana by 
whieh agencies and on which questions they wanted to be informed, Besides, 
all agencies interested in the attache service were asked to state the ine 
formation they desired to get from the attaches and the nows they had do 
report ‘themaelves. A program for these attache discussions was usual? 

as followse 


(1) Individual report s and disaussions with euporlore and the 


- agenoles of the Army High Censand and the Foreign Office, . | 


(2) Meeting ef the military attaches in a group with a Leader 
from the Attache Branch, at tines with the 4 stant Chief of Staff IV. 
auring which each military attache nade a ten to fifteen sinutes report 
on inportant problems in the respective foreign country, followed by « 
@Lecursion, 

(3) Lectures on important sadjecta, for instance, on general 
military evaluations, important infornation on foreign armes, ‘organisation, 
state of training, state of arnanents, officers and replasenents, adminise 
tration of the dernen Army and the Vehrancht, | 

(% Troop demonstrations and demonstrations of new weapons 
outside Berlin, 

the nilitary attaches wore aleo received in a group dy the Commander 


r a ae ale ae reece aia Ladin 
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in Chief of the uehrnacht and ty the Ohief of the General Staff. at least 
once, they had a social mecting with the foreign military attaches stationed 
at Berlin, — 
a 5 


the to rei en military, naval, and air attaches with their asnintonts 
were incorporated in the diplomatic corps at Berlin and. stationed at the 
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foreign atasione as representatives of their armed forcen, tthe ailitery 
attaches were the nost important and worked through the Attache Branch of 
the German General Staff, ‘The others were taken eare of by the attache 
branches of the Savy and Luftvaff e. Attaches enjoyed the sane diplonatio 
protection and the same freedom of movenent as the other férgign diplonatie 
Yopresentatives. They did not, however, deal directly with the Geman 
Foreign Office, but with the section of the Attache Branch that dealt with 
their services. The mutually chivalrous attitude prevailing at that tine 
15 among officers, beyond the frame of international diplomtbic relations, 
= | resulted in u specially favored position for the foreign attaches at Berlin, 
Fer instance, the German High Command aid not 1 en a apacial note of con- 
sent before a foreign military attache was appointed, which means that it 
was 850 necessary to ask beforehand vhether the person in qaention would. 
be acceptable for the port of ailitary attache, en the contrary it wes 
taken for granted that the person cho gen ty the chief of ataft or the 
sonmander in ier of another aray, being an officer, would continue the 
work of his predecessor irreproachably in every rexpect, da sed on the mutual 


comradeship and respect existing betwaen arnies, 


ie the nue Branch of the Grasrit. staff waa the only see ° 


High. Command and of the Aray to wlen foreign 1111 ta ry attaches: 60 
api ana bien wae Antitied to give any information, Newly, oppo 


military attaches reported to the Chief of the Attache Branch an 
presented. wy. hin to the Assistant enz ef of staff Ty, the ener 


General Statt and the Commander in Chief of the Army. one of th 


tvo mentioned invited hin together with his: predecessor to an ore! 


N dinner, : which the chief of their miaeion also attended, 
. me foreign attaches addressed their verbal or written. inqnizies 5 
to the Attache Branch and regelved inforsation within the scope of . 
records. available in oral conversations sometines with the technical statt 


officer conaerned, dus mostly with the head of ‘the Attache Branch or 7 ther 


received a written ansver, 7 
ö . tn exceptional ass foreten military attaches were given tufornation 
orally by other agencies of the Army High Gommand, or they were given’ an- 
formation ty the Assistant chief of Staff IV or the Ohief of the General 
Staff, seldom by the Commander in Chief, bit in any ease they wore a- 
companied by. the Chief of the Attache Branch or his representative.” ont 
The: foreten military attaches addressed their personal. Qissttons as as 
well ae the questions posed 1 their general ataffs te the Attache Branch, 
| ALL porconal affairs of the attaches vere handled by the technical staff 
| officers of the Attache Branch in Just the. sane vay as matters conoording . 
German military attaches, the ale ‘aim was to grant the fore ier, 
attaches every possible aesietance in euch nns ters. 
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ö Profepsional questions wore anavered by handing over . of regu- 
lations and giving information on equipment, organization, training and 
ö occashonally on experiences mines by German military agencies. Several — 
‘foreign miritery attaches wers interested in regular purchases of armmnents. 
Representatives of armies with whom elo se connections existed used to put 
those questions often and in detail; others were sore reticent. 
a | bade to une in answering these questions were applied for at competent 
agengies at the Amy or Wehrmacht Mien Commnds, me limit to information 
which ould de 8 to foretgiors by the Attache Branch was redetermined . 


tron dine to time and after bl sten to the highest authorities was 
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: _ specified and approved by then. he extent generally depended on the state 
of mutual relations. In speqiel cases B decision by the Chief of the e 
Staff, the demunder in chief of the a. or the Reich Minister of far was 
asked. tor. A large part of dhe answers was given in writing by the Chief 


ef the at tache Branch, whereas. the so-called conversations Gréated the frame ö 


Sa 


for later official inquiries by the foreign military at tuche. 

The super kor agene tes and the corresponding German mllitary attaches 
wore informed in writing adont all important converastions and discussions 
with the foreign military attaches. The German nititary attuches farther 
received copies of all inquiries and dhe wers given to them in order to 
act accordingly an their respeative gountries. | 

- Anoording to the state of mitual relations, some foreign military 


attaches wore allowed & short visit to the troops oF to n service school, 


Naps 
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er thay were attached te the troops for a longer period, The Attache Branch ö 
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; together with: the 1 18180 branch selacted the troop unit and asked. for the 
approval of the Commander in chief of the Aray, The Attache Brangh men 
nent special Anatructions to the unit coneerned regarding the personality 
ot dhe ailitary attache, indicating chat ws to be shown to him and wrat 
elta to take with regard tc comradery. In case of short visits an er- 
floor wae assigned by the Attache Branch to aceozpa:y hin, 

| Fron tine to tine sortain arzy institutions, services sghools, er 
athlotio contests were shown to all foreign military attaches, Onee a 
year they were invited by the Commander in Thief of the Army to take part 
in larger maneuvers of three or four days leugth, after the Attache ranch 
had previously determined Walen Raneavers were the xo st suitable with vee 
gard to what was being shown and the locality in whieh they took place, 
The portictpation waa gupervised ty the Attache Branch in the presence 
of the Aneletant Chief of Staff IY, The xilitary attaches were divided np 
fate groups of three to four ovficers in one motor car each with an a- 
eottpenying offiser to supply dealred information, Generally the united 
military attaches were driven te specially interesting places in the 
innedinte vicinity of the troops, Foreign military attaches always took 
part in the final survey conference and were invited by the Consunder in 
chler of the Aray or the chier of the General Staff to dinner together with — 
“niger ‘German offteere, A report on wnat had teen shown and its positive 


or negative affect on the Soreign military attaches or thelr comrents wis 


mate * the Attache Branch for the enpertor agencies and the dernan mili« 


tary attaches abroad. the military attache took part xs spectators in 
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all parades at the end of maneuvers and at all the great parades in Berlin, 
With a few exceptions, the foreign military attaches and gometines 
their assistant at Berlin used to invite to their residences German of- 
ficers chiefly from the Attache Branch and the Western and Zastern In- 
telligence Branches, dhe ther or not to accept gach invitations ws de- 


el ded dy the Attache Branch, In addition the foreign aubassadors and 


ministers invited individual high ranking officers and the officers of the 
Attacho Branch to their reaeytions or occa sionally to dinner, 

| ‘By way of returning the invitations of foreign military attaches and 
their asel stante they were invited by the Ass 1 tant Chief of Staff iV and 
ohief of the Attache Branch inte their residences together with other dernan 
officers and thelr wives, Freu time to tine the Commander in Chief of the 
Army invited the entire foreign military attaches corps alone or with their 
vives, but the Chief of the General starr invited individual military atte- 
ches only. In exeeptional cases individual military attaches took part | 


in social evente at the officers club, Scoial relations in general con- 


sisted in good fellowship, and, it seldom happened on these occasions, that 
someone tried to gain knowledge on military questions, 
3. ‘Relations with Torsten Amar 
fhe Attache Branch vas responsible for maintaining relations . 
with foreign armies and for preparing statiation] etatementa on their 
condition, These relations consisted of mutual visite, detachzents of 


* See appendix 3 
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personnel, purchases of arua, exchange of regulations, and, in the le . 
ef friendly nations, 4noluded training asuistence. 

Based on the reports of the German military attaches abroad and on 
the degree of coaperation shown them by the foreign country and operating 
within the limite of the military relations with the countries conserned, 
the Attache Branch proposed the extent of information to de given, the - 
type and minder of detachments which should be exchanged with the other 


armes and which armies should be permitted to send officers to the dernan 


Kriegsakademie. After obtaining the approval of the Chief of the General 
Staff the proposals were submitted for final decision to the Commander in 
Chief of the Army or in exceptional cases to the Reich Minister of lar. 


The detachmont ef Gernan officers to foreign armies served, primarily 


and successfully, to saintain and improve relatione with foreign armies. 


The ascignuents were prepared in cooperation with appropriate agencies of 
the Arzy High Command and with the flo rel En military attaches but ohiefly 
with the German military attaches. After obtaining the approval of au- 
perior agencies, detachments were organised and assigned, The individual 
officers received special instructions en the purpose of each detachment, 
on their attitude to the respective country, and on interesting military 
questions on which they might have to report. | 

The Attache Branch from tine to time made compilations of the general 
information acquired in order to show the merit of * detaahnend s an 


° German dar College, roughly equivalent to Anerican Command 
and * Staff Sehool, 
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remect to mutual comradery between arena mattis) consideration, and « * 


5 tension of the German: officer's hori ron. 


me détachmaist of foreign officers to the German arny served not 


N only to ‘Haintain good companionship but al so to train the respective ue 


foreign officer for the benefit of hie own arny. Generally. the. foreign 
nilitery attache at Berlin mde a request for a detachuent, . The Attache 


Branch examined 4% and made the necessary arrangements with the ‘competent j 


agonaios of the Army High Command, Upon approval dy the Army High Command, 


the detachnent was announced by the Attache Branch and the foreign and 
German military attaches informed accordingly. 

. Special instructions were given to the unit concerned as to the 
purpose of the detachment end what was to be shown de the foreign officer. 
An explanation of the political relations with the respective country as 
well ae a statement on the character of the arriving foreign officer were 
included. From the reports which the units mde on auch detachnents, it 
woe ovident that the field forces welsomed the foreign officers, and from 


renarks of the attaches 1d was concluded that the purpose aimed at was 


always zerved. ‘the German Army could not accept as many officer detach- 
ments before the war as applied, Foreign arnies expressed the wish te 
detach officers to the German kriegen dene aa wan done to a high decree 
ith the ele Superieure de Guerre“ in France (up to fifty foreiga of- 
floors, partly in the foreign section), Until shortly defere the war 
about ey foreign officers were detached to the Kriegsakadenie at 
Berlin, Yoninatiens cane ‘through the ase of the Attache Branch 
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who exaiined then and passed then on. Approval vas in each case given by 


the Ghief of the Ganeral Staff, Guiding rules on the participation of the 


Anadividual foreigners at the different courses of instruction and travels 


wore stipulated in cooperation with the training branch of the Arwy High 


Sommand. and ‘the Kriegeakademie. The foreign officers were assigned to 
their military ‘attaches at Berlin who represented them at the Attache 


Branch. In other respects the foreign officers wore full members of the 


various courses at the Sriegsakademie, and, when leaving, they received 


& diploma signed. by the Chief of the General Staff. 

on the suggestion of the German military attaches abroad, special 
delegations wore invited vy the Goumander in Chief of the Army to take 
part in German maneuvers. These delegations were mostly led by higher 
generals, by the chiefs of the general staffs or their representatives, 
and two to four assistants, Preparation and execution ef these projects 


was accomplished dy the Abtache Branch in a manner sinilar to the partici~ 


pabion of the foreign 114 tary ad taches in maneuvers. However, naneuvers 


were chogen other than tho se open to the military attaches, Also in these 
dates the gaidance and organ! an tion was handled ty the Attache Branch in 

the presence of the Assistant Chief of Staff IV. Assistance vas given by 
specially selected escorting officers with knowledge of foreign langueges, 
The Connander in Chief invited the delegation together with higher German 
officers to a large dinner party. The Attache Branch later evaluated the 
effents produced vy the invitation as wall as important conversations. * 


reubers or ‘the delegation. 
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Qoeastonally higher foreign officers with thei escorts: made eae 
. calls on the Army or Vehrmacht High Gommands or game tor conferences, 
These visits were announced d ‘tho Attache Branch which prepared and carried 
through the program. the guties of the Attache Branch oon ated of a8 41 
the qisitore at the station, a presentation of an honor guard, the placing 
of a wreath on the tond of the unknown goldier in enoperation with the 
gerrigon headquarters at Berlin, arranging conferences, complying with | 
expressed v hes of the visitors, preparing visits to the troops, eacort 
during visits, and making introductions as high up as e the minister of var, 
Leming invitations, making. speeches and determining questions of Protocol. 

Sport, since it is a peaceful contest between soldi ers, was alvays = 
Looked pon as a favored international tie. Daring tha last days before 
dhe var thia referred aspacially to equestrian meets at which officers 
of differant Armies were represented. ö 

Independently of the invitations of international sport. od bees. 
the Abtaghe Branch used military channels in order to make the necessary 

Arranganents with the competent age nel es of the foreign country and do 

take the matter in hand. In the same way the Attache Branch took care of 
foraign equestrian teane, that arrived in Germany on the sceaalon of larger 
ments, which tock place especially at Berl in but al to at Aachen, by ag 
signing liateon officers of the Attache Branch to the neat oomlttece, 
“whe on mei: part esta ld ened gonnset lens with the local garrison CORR 
nanäere. In this way it was gazrantead that the eare of foreign officers 
reratnea An distinetly silitary hands and no false 1d was created through 
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having Nazi Party functionaries take care of those officors 2 military 
comrades." In this or the necessary military receptions, the placing of 
wreaths, and ao forth aonld be carried out in a dignified and simple 
soldierly manner, | 

The equestrian nest at Berlin in January 1939 was attended by teans 
fron almost 311 armies, inclading France and Poland, at the meet at Aachen, 
which. van ont short by the mobili za tion, the representative of the Attache 
Branch was evecessful in ensuring a emooth and quick departure of the foreign 
teams by securing the necessary cars and giving other assistance. In this 
base beside Bel glans and Dutch, Romaniane, Hungarians atk Letts oem algo 


goncerned, who had to orons half of Germany with their horses. 


the manifold tasks of the Attache Branch nude cooperation with 

many agencies of the Army High Gonwand and the troops necessary, as well 
ao with those of the Wehrmacht High Command, the Navy, the Luftwaffe, and. 
some ageneles out ide the Wehraacht, ö ö 

The Attache Branoh, chiefly by personal, oral report of its chler, 
had to report to its superiors without delay all important matters of the 
attache service and to ask for decisions, Yarthemore, the Attache Branch 
oarri ed through all affoirs of representation for these avperiors as far 
as foreten personages were aonaerned, 7 

All distinetly eilitary attache 8 e forei n 4105 
were distributed to the Yectern and Ast ern Intelligence Branches and 
generally paszed on dy these two Dranches “ the ageceles of the Army ne. 
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— concerned, Phe handling of other attache reporte was arranged 
N by the Attache Branch in cooperation with the Western and Eastern Ine 
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telligence Branches, The Attache Branch 2160 took charge of question- 
nal res from those dranches 60 the ailitary attaches, exanined then, paced 
thes on, and gathered the results. Information wae given to the Vootern 
and Eastern Intelligence Branches on essential affairs of the attache and 
the foreign service, | 
3 Attache reporte, except those sent to the Nestern and Hastern Inc 
telligence Branches, were forwarded to the Organication Branch in order 
For then to obtain records of foreign arny. construction. the reports were 
oifted for information wich could be released to the Sersan military at ta- 
ches or de Loreigners. 
wm Attache Branch arranged vith Training Branch and officer Training 
Branch for possible detachments of foreign military attaches and . 
1 do the field forces, service schools and maneuvers, maneuvers for foreign 
x nilitary attaches and delegations, the relenee of regulations, tha guidance 
of German military attaches, detachments, and for instruction in foreign 
languages for German officers abroad, 
the Supply Branch resolved tho questions of foreigners requesting 
inforuation about supplies. The opera ta of the Supply Branch was 
sought in the affairs of territories ennie in tine of peace (austria, 
Sadetenland, Oxeche-Slovakia, and others) such as prohibited areas for 


foreigners and 143111010 de Gross them. 


The Central Branch was concerned with the verso affairs of the 
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nilitary attaches and the Attache Branch and with the release of all 
essential e one iesued by the Attache Branch. _ 

In cooperation with Auniatant chef of start V and the Mlitary 
Science Branch, well known foreign militery personalities were semred 
to lesture at Berlin and shes large cities on matters of military science, 


It was through the channels of the Attache Branch that the conduct of 


these lectures and care of the lecturers, the clarification of questions 
on military science, and the travels and lectures of German officers were 


> goordineted, 


In the problems of cooperation with friendly foreign countries and 


in arranging conferences, the Trangportation Branch prepared special cars 


and brains of the zkeich railroad for foreign delegations and for tripe ef 


the foreign attache corps on special occasions, 


The Arny Personnel Office was concerned with information on the 


Attache dervice, clarification of questions concerning leading personal- 


ities an foreign armies, cooperation in matters concerning detachments of 
German officers abroad, in providing escorts for foreign officers, represen~ 
tational affairs conserning foraigmers or foreign countries, and with 
questions of decorations, 

Fron the General Aruy Of riese, the Attache Branch recelved inquiries 
and gave information concerning the attache service and military affairs 
in foreign countries, 

The Ordnance Inspectorate and {ts service schools. participated in 
giving German military attaches and foreign officers epecial instruction 


A. 8. 
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and training courses at the various ordnance schools. 
the Inepector of the Riding: and Driving Branch soaperated in the 


affaire of horsemen teams consiating of officers to de gent vo fovetan 


countries and in caring for foreign officers at German meats, | ; 

m. Arny Kedioal and Veterinary inspectorates exchanged experiences 
on ientifie matters vith. allitary agencies of friendly ‘foreign countries 
through the channels. of the Attache Branch and arranged to make matual 


. Wisitations of individnals and delegations and exchange of detachnenta, 


the Aray Budget Branch regulated the paynent of the expenses of 
foreign officers and delegstions who were present by speaial invitation | 
of the army at troop vierte and mineuvere, 5 

“the Attache Branch furnished the Army Ordnases Office with infor 
mation reports of the attaches and cooperating foreign military attaches, 
answered. Anquirios of the Ordnance Office on foreign arzanents and equip- 


mont, arranged for olose cooperation relative to foreign purchase of aru 


in Germany, and for visite of foreign military and civil individuals or 


delegetions to the German armament industry. 8 
The Aray Administration Office received information and coopergt ien 
as did the other offices, The exchange ar experiences with the military 


agenoles of friendly countries pissed through the channels of the Attache 


Branch, whiioh alse arranged the exchange of detachnents of foreign and 
German administrative officiale te inspect aduinistrative iustitutions 
and arb procedures, 


Avrangenents with aruy group headquarters, ailitary area headquarters, 


| ae 
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aivistons, 8 unit a, garrison headquarters, and troop veilig Galnps 
were made to handle local natters relative to the detachment of toroi cn 
officers to the troope, Corzand regulations and directives controlling 
guch situations were distributed, Visite ef senior forelen officers or 
delegations at the capitel (honor guards and receptions) and the partiol 
pation of foreign military attachee and other foreign officers an parades 
; at Berlin were coordinated with Wehrkreis® III and garrison headquarters 
N In Berlin, . | 9 


The Attache Branch also worked in close scopemtion with the acencies 


of the vehraacht High Command, 


Information on important matters ooncerning the German or foreign 


‘military attaches uns forwarded tnmediately to the Adjutant's Office of 
the Reich Hinieter of Var and to the Reich Minister of War or the Chief 


of the vehreacht High Command channel for receipt of deci sions through : 


1 the Office of the Wehrmacht Adjutant with the Gommander in Chief, The 
Foreign Group Wehreacht High Commend waa farniehed the reguler attache | 


reports and information on foreign military attaches at n the 
¥oreign Group also cooperated in the entertainment of the high “yanking 
foreign military gacsts of the Yehraacht High Command, 

 Qecasional cooperation with Wehrmacht General Offices was required. 
on questions concerning the attaches, for instance the care of ox-service 


men in foreign armies, The Wehrmacht Yoonomie Office worked e 


¢ * The dasic atlitery area of Germany, resendl ing soneviint the 
N U. 5. Corps Ares, 
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with the military attache service on the problems of arnanent econony of 


foreien countries, The Chief of Wehraacht Signal Gonmuntcations in- 


atituted and maintained hie own signal coumiloations with the agenaies 
of German military attaches in foreign countries and provided them with 
converters and encoding and decoding charts, 
| dend nl strative questions regarding the attache budget kept by the ö 

Attache Branch for the dernan military and naval attaches in foreign 
gountries were worked out with the Wehrmacht Budget Branch, The allovenses 
of the individual aildtary and na vn attaches were fixed in cooperation 
with the Foreign Office, | 

Close avcperstion with the Attache Branches of the Novy High Gomeand 
and the Boi ah Minister of Aviation (Commander in Ohief of the Iaftuaffs) 
was required since the attache services had no uniform head, It vas of 
especial 4umportance do gerade closely and with underatanding in the 
affaire of the services and in representation, Information contained in 
the attache reports concerning all essential probleme, which were ef in- 
torest to the other Attache Branches, taake assigned to the attaches, and 
questions of cocperation with the foreign ailitary attaches at Berlin were 
matually exchanged, . 3 

Cuteide the Yehreacht, the Attache Branch wae concerned with c- 
operating with the Foreign Offiee and the Hinister for Foreiga Affaire 
and the political branches, generally through the technical Miateon of. 


tier of the Foreign Office at the High Command, The report e ef the 


ntiitary attaches abrond, dispatched via the chiefs of the mission, nade 
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at necessary at vo to refer back and el ear up occasional ui sunder sun 
ings, ‘he same applied to telegraphic exchanges and to diplomatic es 
nouncenents by military attaches or thelr assistant a and in the prepare 
at ons for the ‘orestion of new military attache agencies, - 

Close co operation with the Protocol Seation was required in all 


questions of representation, regarding attendance of senier foreign of- 


kticers on visits of state and in lar occasions, and of the part taken 


ty the top-level German military orguoizatione, She Prot esel Section 
wae also concerned in representing the interests ef the ar on the 
occasion of an exchange ef decorations, 

. he Courier Section of the Foreign Office accepted for delivery 
the scaled courier mail dispatched to the ailitary attaches abroad and 
received the incoming courier mail, ‘The Attache Branch was responsible 


kor adhering to the courier regulations and with aocperating with the 


Gourler Section on these questions, ‘The Executive Office of the President 
waa concerned with state vicite, e or rank, and the exchange of 
Gey rations, The Ministry of Finance in codperation with the Yoreign 
Office ontabli shed allowances to de used in entertaining by military 
attaches abroad and in instituting new attache agencies, The Kinistzy 
of Commnications arranged for special trains and cars needed in gon 
nes tien vith the tours of to rel gn b Police headquarters 


las representative of the police in the Minietry of the Interior) 


proteated the foreign military attaches during their stay in Germany 
in aon fernt iy with the treatment afferded foreign police officers and 
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German police officere in foreign countries, ‘The housing officers gave 
assistance in proenring residences for foreign officers and for German 
nilitary attaches returned from abroad, 
5. General and 9 N. A2 

The Attache Branch prepared directives for contacts between 
German offiaers, officials, and soldiers and foreigners, and 4¢ had to 
approve and supervise such contacts, Before aacepting an invitation it 
Was necessary in each individual case to ask for the approval of the 
Attache Branch, It vas deeired that contacts actually remain at a mininun 
ae well ae correspondence, although the latter was permitted as a general 


rule. 


She Attache Branch together with the Foreign Office and Ary Person 


nel Office prepared a roster of foreigners. The purpose of the Attache 


Branch wig to represent the interests of the German Army and of the foroign 
officers at all events of a representational character in which they partiol- 
wated, for instance at military receptions and dieplays, at Kite to the 
heads of the Army and Wehrmacht, at invitations, ordere of the table, words 
ing and exchange of official speeches, 

Sasing their work on reports 5 the German atiitery attaches, on 
those of the detached officers, and on resarks of the foreim military 
attaches at Berlin, the Attache Branch evaluated the resulte, These com 
pilations were brought to the attention of the high-level cd and 
other agencies concerned, indicating the reception net, the ties of com 


radery, the information offered and gained, and the preatical result of 


wor 
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a astachnent. The bestern and ia stern Intelligence Branches evaluated the 
military imowledge contained in the reports, tt was aso the task of the 
Attache Branch to eum ine the usefulness of as many as possible of the of» 
ficer detachzonts with regard 60 the relations with foreign armies and for 
the extension of the horizon of the German officers, and to evaluate the 
88 real ts. 

In order to give superior agencies and other ailitary persona, as 
well as the Serran military attaches, a baste for conversation when meeting 
foreigners either privately or officially, special liate of the foreign 
military attaches were compiled which indicated their military career, 
spesial training or knowledge of Languages, mpectal interssta in milie 
tary or political matters, the questions they had asked officially, their 
services and personal contacts with the Attache Branch, and social atands 
noe ; 

The state of watual relations with the individual foreign arne, 
da sed on report of attaches and detached officers and remarks of foreign 
military aitachss, from whieh the level of mtual relations could be el early 


derived, us from tine to tine gumarized and submitted, Information re- 


ported by the German Army ws also included, ‘The relations between the 


aries corresponded in cenerel 80 those deinen the nations politicaliy, N 
bat ae 4 rule, however, they were vetter and nore considerate among the 
soldiers, The exchange ef officers with the Britieh Arey, which bezan 

in 1936 and. n favorably in the following years, may serve Be an 


example, These artes on cual relations aleo indes ca where | aa 
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taprovenent had deen achieved and al eo where a ee rot license was 
advinatie on the port of the German aray, 5 

. mo forelen or Gersan nid tary attuches tranemitted the desires of 
toreten armies for detachnents of officers to the Ceruan Aruy. ‘The Attache 


Branch examined the possibilities and obtained the permission of the re- 
sponsible ‘gupertors,: In coopération ‘with the training branch and yy Local 


1 


inguirtes, a suitable unit. and time was determined, 


Nt 


the Attache Branch Lseued from time to tine directives on She view 
of the service to be saquired ty the foreigners, the secrecy to be unin- 
tained, and the information to be rendered, Yarthernore, dnotractions 
were given on the treatment of foreign officers in the field, personal 
relations, invitations, and on renarks to be made in their presence, 
Special inatructions for individual cases ee often igsued, A similar 
method was adopted for dealing with the foreign military attaches, 
0 The foreign military attaches ‘ina verbal or written questions 
ne about the Corman Aruy, ei ther in accordance with thelr personal interest 
or upon instructions from their general staff . The questions included 
those on training, equipment, organization, garrisons, nunders of aorps, 
divisions, and regiments, Ae the German Army was in the course ef recon- 
atraction daring this tine, the anevers to these questions were of great 
interest ‘to: the foreign military attaches, and 10 easy matter for the 
Gernan Army Bigh Command to anawor. The Attache Branch obtained this in- 
formation from the. competent branches of the High Command on the actual 
statas af ane and found ent how much informtion atuld be given and 
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de compatable with the necessary secrecy. After reporting to the Ase 
sistant Chief of staff I and to the chief of the General Staff, the 
Abtache Branch asked the permission of the Comuander in Chief of the 
Army to suggest which military attache should get more details and which 
nore Lin ted information on the subject, This information was put in 
welting and, nevordingly, the Chief of the Attache Branch distributed 
the. information, | 

| In certain frontier and fortress areas epecial territories were. 
deat gnated, in the interest of keeping the defense of the country secret, 
vulch were not to be entered ty foreigners. Besides, territories oocu- 
pled 2 (Austria, Sudetenland) or territories in which troops 
ware concentrated were temporarily deelared prohibited areas, The 
Attache Branch informed the foreign military attaches in dne tine, and 
oxanined requests and arranged for special permissions to be given in 
exceptional gases. 

the Attache ‘Branch oxanined, through its channels and with or 
without prior inquiry in the respective country, the possibilities for 
a sojourn of German officers ana soldiers in foreign countries, isened 
exit. peraits,and gave pornission. to stay abread, 

4 eule! office, under the supervision ef the chief of the Attache 
Branch and employing several effiaials, was in charge of the attache tudget. 
mate erte. pata the. salaries, entertainnent and travel allowances, office 

Ben sues : for motor cars of the German ailitary and naval 
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e and examining and approving the expenses, Funds were alse under 
‘the administration of thin office out of which all expanses belles Ww 
a. the presence of foreign officers and ‘delogations with the Gorman ary in 
eomnaction with invitations and other entertainnents were paid, 
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“tpn mobi lt sation the Attaahe, Branch was enlarged. An officer 
en welen anctgoment we attached te the Chief of ‘the Branch, . anoparm 
: ations, officer vas set up who carried through the mobili sation, handled | 
the stom commanieations, und gave inforsation to the German. and te 8 1 


Altun attaches on the ver situation. 4 sndsection tor genera) afinire 
took charge of the personal affsira of the Geman ullitary attache agencies, 
: which wore simaltaneausly enlarged, The five sabsections tor foreign 
countries vere reorganised and a nov prece sudsection areated, 4 fev 7 
| auxiliary officers, courier officers and interpreters were added to ins 
io Attache 2 ranch. 4 1140 offioer 50 the asel, ener of. State. rr unn 

5 sent to ‘the e headquarters of the Aray Kiehn — at — waere be: took 


‘Only partioulare ee to alteraticne in 1 
er enten ‘ef its activity: have: deen ibu. 
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charge of forvarding messages and reporta and obtained infornat ion on the 
sombat altuation, This agency was enlarged later on and included officers 
temporarily present at headquarters, ‘The Attache Branch was part of the 
headquarters of the Army High Command bat ronained at Berlin because of 
the detter nie bless with foreign countries, the presence of the | 
foreign military attaches, and the noseaenry close cooperation with the 
Foreign Office. ö 

2, 


fhe tasks of the Attache Branch wore steadily enlarged in the 
course of the war, It wae necensary to anite the subsections into sections 
ander special section leaders, One or two auxiliary officers wore attached 
te the operations section because one officer could not alone cope with 
working on the war situation, compilation of nessages, and supervision of 
telegraph and courier stations, the general affaire section and. the press 
subsection were combined into u central section, That in the meantime the 
German allies had sent speoin] liaison staffe to army headquarters and had 
enlarged their military attache agencies, had to be taken into consideration, 
For closer cooperation with these allies the at tache Branch orsat ed a special 
allied section vith three cubaections, A noutral section, likewise with 
three subsections, handled the affaire of the military attaches of nentral 
countries and the German Alitary attaches in those countries, the Maison 
ataff at headquarters also had to be enlarged after Kovexder 1942, when the 
agency of the Asatatant Chief of start Iv ws Aissolved, The Attache Brunch 
was aye immediately satordinate 10 the dhlef of the General staff and the 
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enter of the Branch traveled between headquarters and Berlin as often as 
three tines & week, . 

Until early in summer 1942, the Attache Branch vas at Berlin, ‘then 
the Chief of the 8 went to dhe Hendqvarters of the Army High Command 
at Vind tia, fornerly Russian Poland, together with the operations section 
and the allied section ne wall as 105 generals or ‘oplonels and their etaffs 

“tron confederated countries, thé tp nder of the Attache Branch remained 
at Berlin as a second echelon, in October and November the head 
quartera were transferred back to ist Prussia, the Attache Branch returned 
to Berlin and the allied section wag billeted in a separate house with the 


foreign military attaches and Maton atafis, 


3, Limitation of Activities and franefor to the Yehroacht 
As of autum 1945, there Yeon to be placed a Lint tation on the 
_ activities of the Attache Branch in soneaquence of the secession o 
Germany's allies and a deterioration in relations with neutral oount ries, 
The Attache Branch wae assigned in July 1944 to the Wehrmacht High Command, 
The organisation and composition of the Attache Hranch vas kept in 
about the cane fora 18 had in 1941-43 until the ond of the wr. The organ 
 Auational alterations necessary were l unimportant, At the end 
of duly 1944, the Attache Branch “ae acsigned to the Foreign Intelligence 
Group in the Wehrmacht Operations stare and thus separated from the Arny 
General Staff. 
At the end of 1943, the talk of the Attache ranch was transferred 
to Zonen near Berlin, da 111 nection and the ae ailitary attaches 
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and Aal een staffe were billeted at Mellencee near Zossen, 4 Maison 


office for the neutral military atteshea remained at Berlin, and, und 1 


galy 1944, the liaison officer. remained at the headquarters in Nast 


vraseia. In March 1945, the Atteche Branch wae transferred to gere- 


. T 


burg in Thoringle e with. other parte of the headquarters. Refore 


the > capt taation 4t war “stationed at 8. Gligen near Sal burg (21101). 


Li 
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Upon mobilisation the Attache Branch and the agencies of the 
allt attaches abroad were reinforced. In the cane ef the ailitary 
attaches ‘ty the gelen of addtional auxiliary efficers to handle 


. matters ‘of the pros. interpreters, abel stante schooled in military 
adams ge, typists and coding Personnel; all supervised by the Attache 

Branch, 

© wm recall and departure of military attaches of countries that 

had declared war upon Germany wae carried ont through the Forelan Office 
in conjunction with the exchange of alete. The returned German 8111 
tary attaches joined the Attache Branch und il they e another assign~ 
nent. the qibssotions were partially reorganised. The signal ceuni- 
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cation facilities vere arranged vith the Asstetant enter ef staff IV, vhe 

had deen transferred do Army Rien Counand Headquarters at essen, Frepa~ 

‘rations were nade for keeping the Attache Branch informed en the war aitu- 
8. ation, Ortentation of the saperior ea (Acaistant Chief of mort Iv, 
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Ohief of the General Staff, Gomaander in Chief of the Army) and raquents 
for decisions From then were reduced as far as possible, The Attache 


Branch endeavored to deal with all matters in its mphere in a way 90 ae 


not te place doe great a lond on the command agencies of the Army High 
Commend in charge of var operations. | 5 

The freedom of sovement of the foreign military attaches had to. be 
restricted boaause of the war, although their mny inquiries during the 
time or mobi 14 zat ien and their interest in the war events had to de 
enti 641 64 and properly directed. All detachnente of foreign officers 
and soldters were recalled and facilities for their departure prepared. 
This applied also te the twenty officers detached to the Kriegeakadenie, 
aince 1% was soon dissolved, Ceran officers abread were recalled, as 
far as thig had not already cecurred, Sone foreign delegations of senior 
( erk ders, ‘who were still in flersany continued to inspect Aray institutions 
unt 1 their departure and oonsequent ly had to be taken care of. A newly 
Sen ed military attaohe for Brasil was not sent. A new aaaignmment van 
made in July 1940 with coappointment for Argentina, Chile reel ved a 
German military ad tache as well, Other posta were created for Tran, 
Thal land, and finally to the High Commioatoner in Spanish Hareoco. 


| Confeterate Conntrios 
. the German military attaches were charged vith laying the 
great est stress on reports eonmerning the war, It was important te 
‘now the attitude of the arry of cach respective country and the neve 
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that friendly and neutral, soantries had on Germany's opponents, on their 
intentions, frane of mind, and the like. These reports were dispatched 
chiefly by vire, whereas reports sont. by meang of couriers consisted of 
santaries, confirmations of telegrams, er of less isportant affairs, The 
. of aed velations with the military agencies of each country 
was considered another important task, | 

The attache Branch had had the experience in peadetine that the 
transulesion of telegrape to the military attaches abroad and viee vers 
the reports of the military attaches do the Attache Branch tock too mh 
tine, The 88 was that all telegrane to the military attaches were trane-_ 
mitted via the Foreign Office, where they wore read and finally passed on to 
the chiefs of the foreign ni seions, who generally delivered the: megsages to. 
the wilitary attaches = after the councilor of the Legation had taken 
note of then, the return channel we the same, Consequently the Attache 
Branch introduced Ate ow 11A tary attache codes for special military cases 


ead provided the military attaches with converters. in wpite of e 


with the Foreign Office and ite representatives abroad, the result was that 
the military attaches could forward nessages of a wilitary nature atreatly 
te the Attache Branch, thus saving conelderable tine. The Attache Rranch 
aoted in the sare way in cace of orientation and mineione for ai litary 
ottaches, using the channel through the Torel gn Office tut only in case 

er general and not urgent information, ‘he telephone aervice with allied — 
and neutral countries had teen inproved through coaperation with the Chief 


ef Yehreacht Signal Comanications, The courier ms aSapatehed an in tine 
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al peace vin the courier agency of the Foreign Office; at times 1 

f couriers of the Attache Branch or the military attaches were sent. 

Apart from the reports en the arty of the reapeetive country and 

ite attitude to the war and to Germany, it was important that the military 
attaches endeavored 80 get dnforantion in a legal way on the enemy . 
The Attache Branch, in ecoperation with several agencies of the Army High 
Command, especially the Yeatern and astern Intelligence Branches, sent ine | 
quiries to that effect to the military attaches. In addition, messages of 
‘other 111 tary at taches and rama rks of the foreign military attaches, wore 


tranenitted to these agencies for examination, In several foreign countries 


FF 


dernen military attaches received orders to increase an interest in the 
German war operations, and they received data necesenry for this purpo a0. 
They vere to hold out the prospect ef visiting the front if any Interest 
was evinged,. | 

The attache Branch regularly informed the German military attaches 
on the operations at the front, based on data provided by the Operations. 
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Branch and on inquiries subuitted to the Wehrmacht High donnand and other 
agencies, This was also done from tine to tine as concerned the war site 
ation, the state of armuente, and nev weapons, Careful distinction was 
made as to Wich informtion we only for the Sranch!s own use, which me 
de de passed on to the German miseiona, and which wae dectined for the 
general staff of the country. During the course of the war, information 
given to Germany's allies ty the military at tachee played an important 
part, ae did the tranent aston of dounnde of the German Rien Command to : 


* . , . OER ION LET HEE 


Aerie Gent meee oes 


— 


5 755 


ee 


ATES on bes # : 
SSSA eer eee C..... S PERE AI CE ICL ITO A AP NTRS i OR Se b 


NB 5 -= f 86—- 


Ate allies, and eorresondingly de she satisfaction of the wishes of the 
allied general staf fa. 

Daring the course of the var, the individual military attaches were 
regslarly ordered to take part in conferences and reporte at the Attache 
Branch and other agencies in the zone of Anterior. They were kept pott ed 
en all nev experiences and received short asalmmmente to schools and te 
the front, After the western cazpatm all military attaches in arope 
and the Wear et were called together for a long conference at head 

quartere folloved ty a visit to the battlefields, | 

In cooperation with the ¥ehreacht Press Branch the military attaches 
were informed ty telograrh or dy couriers on all interesting nad tert eon 
tained in the German and foreign press, Periodicals, books, descriptions 
orf the war, and other records were sent to thea in part translated into 
foreign languages. 28 

Beme ‘friendly and neat ral countries were partienlariy interested 
90 that this propaganda work was generally very micceseful, In the cane 
measure German military var files, and, vhere permissible, training files 
were in great demand, ‘They were sent to the Corman military attaches and 
then shown at their residences to foreign guests, Acht nil ineter filnes 
were ‘somotines in the hands ef the attaches three weeks after production, 
In sone ente the periodical and book material as well as individual fiine 
were placed at the al v er the foreign country at the request of the 
‘wilitery a, agencies, The German ailitary attaches vere obliged to make 
regular reports en impertant publications in the foretim, espeaially the 
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military Press and particularly articles on the military situation of 
the enemy states, 

when relatione with a foreign country were severed, the respective 
military attache returned to Berlin and wee texporariiy but offieially 
assi ned to the Attache Branch. Here he concluded hie remaining bustnest 
and completed projeste concerning the army of the foreign country to which 
he had been formerly assigned, Later he received a new appointment, noatly 
to the front, but sometimes he wae used again after a lapee of time as a 
military attache because of hie professional training, 

3. KIA. Attaches in Axte Countries 

It soon decane evident during the var that the military attaches 

with thelr very small ataffs were not in à position to function as Viaiwon 
ataffa with the allied high commands in additfen to their activity as 


members of the German diplomatic missions, Since preparatione for a goa 


lition war had deen started too late by the German High Command, a uniform 


arrangenent could no longer be carried through in the capitals of the in- | 
@ividaal confederated countries, but improvisations vors made, ao that 
several agencies worked side by side. seine regulations had to be 
frequently changea in the course of the war. Under the gtven olrounstances, 
17 wos important to create a higher military agency at the capital of the 
allied country, ich could work en ee of operational conduct of 

war unhampered ty the restrictions to which the military attaches were 


subjected, auch as the channels of report via the chief of the miesion 


and the Foreign Offices, Wees channels, therefore, bad to be eliminated 
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and the person in question assigned to the nilitary command exclusively. 


In mare oases, partly tased on qucetiones of rank, as at Rome and later on 


at Budapest, the nilitary attache, fauiliar with the business routine, was 
assigned this mission and his staff enlarged to cope with the new te cs. 
In this way the military attache at Home, when Italy entered the | 


war, we appointed German General at the High Commnd of the Italian 


Armed Forces, at the same time retaining his forner functions, In thie 
gapasity he was attached to the Chief of the \chrmacht High Command, and 
reported directly to the Wehrmacht High Command as ef 20 September 1940, 


A colonel was assigned to him who tock charge of the aurrent attache 


affairs ae representative of the military attache, The gernan General 
had the following aissions after German troops were committed in the 


Mediterranean ares: 


(1) IAalson between the Wehreacht High demand and the Italian 
High Command on all queetions concerning the oon du et of war, especially ac- 
ordination of joint operations and representation of German interests at 
the Italian High Command, 

(2) Coordination of Gernan transporte on Italian railroade, 
Aso naval and air transports. N 

(3) Supplying the German forces in Italy and Africa and de- 
livering arms and equipments to the Italien troops. | 

(4) Territorial command authority of all Gerann forces and 
inatitutions in Italy. 

(8) Artene lan ef German signal conmmications in Itely and Africa, 
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(8) Monetary nat ters donde rning the ally, Coordination of the 


Gorman, and Italian arsed focus reports and press releases. Cooperation 


of the Gorsan and, Italian war eucnony. 


15 spring 1948, a Gersan headquarters for a group of armor 
war erented in Italy, whieh teck charge of transportation, supplics, and 
welfare matters. 
After Slovakia had heen denlars independent in spring 1939, a 
Legation and the position of a military attache vas orsated, which worked 
at Bratislava according to the dasie attache raguintions, After. several 


German generala had been active in this country with special missions, a 


German army igeion under a genera) was created after the Polish oaupaign, 
in addition to the military attache, This sission evcperated in an advisory 
capacity on the eatablishzent of the Slovakian arned forces and ite training. 
Ite chief we aseigned te the Mehrnacht High Command (Foreign Branch) and 


reported directly to both the Slovakian and Gernan qoumande, ‘The allitary 


attache was independent in his affairs and was not subordinate do the chief 
of the winston, Teupernry diffiquities in cooperation could not be avoided, 
Later on a brigniter general was gent to Bratiolava as Catef of the luft- 
werte Masten to desl with the very modest Slovakian air force, Further 
nore u Luftwaffe major general was stationed in Little slovakia as commnander 
ef tho so-called protection POG, 

The Slovakian forces omni tted in asi fron. 1942 to 1942 (one 
Slovakian motorised division and ons seourity atvieton) were ae to 
the local Seren command agencies, and a German dad ean qonmand vas attached 
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to each, of ther. 

ie Wen Fomanie after the Vienna Arbitration, Angust 1940, improved 
165 relations to Gormany and asked for German aid in treining matters, a 
| * eh dernen arry wiesion dn Romania vas established, independent of the. Gorman 
: military attache who had been sent along previously, and thie mieston 

conducted training in Romania with staff s and instruction. units and wae 

; subordinate to the chief of the Arny General Staff, Later on wen oper 


fod 


ö atione against Nassia were prepared and carried out, the chief of thia 

mission we appointed chief of the Wehraacht Miasion or German General 

ö at the Romanian High Command, attached in this capacity to the Chief of 
the Amy High Command, This agency cooperated in general foreign affairs 
with the Attache Branch and in other affairs with the agencies of the 
Wehrmacht and Army High Commands. 


of the Romanian Commander in Ohief ons elde of Bucharest. The military 


attache. aguslly cooperated swoothiy with the ehief of the Army anũ Wehre 


| 
| 
| Nhe chief of this, aission was later stationed at the 8 
H 

| macht mission, without being subordinate to hin. 


when Joint conduct of the war had deen agreed upon with Finland, a 


erte ies 


senior general of the Army High Command was tent on 13 June 1941 to Finland 
as commander of the Talon Staff Horth with a specially aomposed taff. 
‘Bis location wae firet at Helsinki and later at the headquarters of the 
Marsha of Finland, Baron nennerheln. Hs niseion wie to coordinate the 
GorminsFinnt sh condust ef war, The Liaison staffs of the Commander in 
aner of the Luftwaffe and ‘the Navy, which wore identical with the attaches 
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of these branoher ef the armed forces, were not eubordinate to hin. The 
general was assigned to. the Chief of thea Arsy General Staff and cooperated. 
chiefly with the Operations Branch, ‘The military and the naval attachss, 
end later on the Luftwaffe attache (vhone location had been at Stockholm) 
continued thelr forner activities and vere nt included in the work of 
the coumander of the Tan son Staff Forth. ‘The attaches were not mie | 
subordinate te the commander, 
At first cooperation with the military attache was good in spite 

of the seperate location, Because of the changes difficuities arose, 20 that 
on 24 February 1942 the rerponsibilities had to be strictly defined, On 20 
septender 1042 upon the arrival of German forces in Finland, the connander 
of. the lini son staff wae granted the authority of a Wehrkrei a sommander, 
On 4 Novenber 1942, the appointment wa specified ae dern General at the 
Nigh Sonmand. of the Finnish Arved Forces assigned to the Chief of the lehr. 
nacht Bi gh Command, reporting directly to the Wehrmacht Operations staff. 
Cooperation with the agensies of the Army Ceneral Staff remained as before. 
Kew vorvice regulations defined relations betveen the German Gensral and 
the military, navy and air attaches, whose services he wan allowed to employ. 
Ro had the right to infowm himself from the reports of the attaches, On | 
17 Angust 1944, the military attache we essiqed to hin, 

When in spring 1941 Croatia was nude independent, cooperation with 
‘the Croatian armed forces, that vere in course of doing estadi ched, me 
taken charge of by the German General in Croatia, assigned to the thief of 
the Wehrracht High Command, who reported directly to the Wehrmacht High 
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Command (Foreign Group) but also sent the sane reports to the Attache 
Branch of the army General Staff, with which he closely gouperated, 4 


5 alpina ti 0117 acoredited assistant ailitary attache we detached te the 


German leg dien at Zagred, who me assigned to the Arey High Command 
(Attache Branch) and to the German General, carrying out for the latter 
the datly activities of a xilitary attache, | 

_ tn Rungary the German military attache had teen readily included 
is the attempt to bring abent = coordination of the Joint conduct of war, 
and his agency had deen enlarged to serve its needs. Al go the al root 
and, fast message channel for operational nat ters ty means of attache codes, 
radio, del enhone, or special couriers functioned moothly. Kot unt! 
antun 1943, did a newiy appointed senior military attache simaltaneously 
deen German General at the High Command of the Ronmrian Armed Forces 
and subordinate in this aapasity to the Wehreacht High Cenaand, whereas — | 
in hia capacity as military attache he was assigned to the Army High Command 
(Attache Branch). . | 7 

After 1941, an independent training staff worked side ty side with 

the military attache accredited, singe 1937, in Bulgaria, These agencies 
were combined in 1942 by the Army High Command, On 30 Jannary 1944, the 
post of German General at the High Command of the Bulgarian Armed Teroes 


| was established at Sofia, The new German General took over the tmining 
affairs from the military attache and as a new task the provlens of a 


Joint condust of war. ‘The military attache we detached to the German 
General and continued hie former activity aaa chief of staff, wherens 
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a o lenel took over his daily affaires with the title of assistant military 
attache, che German General was assigned to the chief of the Wehrencht 
High Command, the military attache de the Chief of the Army General Staff. 


This institution wae a makechift and originated in the desire 
ef the Vehrancht High Gommund to control the whole foreign service, The 
manner in whieh it ws Being executed, howsver, did not serve this purpose. 
The Wehreacht High demand tn cence of a mobilization had Planned to 
assien to itself the attache service of the three high comands, Aray, 
navy, and Luftwaffe, Thies me, however, not carried out. ‘The three attache 
Branches were to have deen assigned to the YWohreacht High Command, 
the military, navy, and alr attaches at the German legations and 


— abroad actually did not have any aingle head in a military dente. 


The Wehrmacht High Command had appointed the senior attache present as 
Wehrezcht Attache but only to represent the interests of the Wehruacht High 


Domena. The mission of the Wehrancht attache vas limited to reporting on 


the eatadlichment of armed forces agenaies in the foreign country and on 


211 questions concerning ite entire armed forces, The Yehraacht attache 


was not guperior to the other attaches, In the aoures of the var the 


Chief of the Vehraacht High Gommand decreed that 4% was the aissicn of 
the Vebruseht attache te gorrelate the reporte of the attaches represent 
ing the three branches of the arned forces. 

The Vehrancht attache we net appointed on the strengih ef his 
ailitary tmining, his experiences an the foreign service, nor on the 
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etrength of the importance of his branch of arms in the forelgn country, 
bub only on the tacic of ‘seniority. The selection and especially the 
promotion of. the attache depended upon fundamentally different principles 
vhiah guided the three branches of the arted forces 80 that the right 
poreen seldom became wehrmacht attache, representing the acknowledged 
uni form head of tho military attache asrvice in a foreign hase and 
the Goran mission, 

5. 


At the beginning of the war the military attaches of boss 
countries that had severed relations with Germany left the country 
during the days of mobilication together with the dipleratte reprasenta- 
tives, and, until they did, they were reatricted in their freedom of 
novenent. The bulk of the other foreign officers, not belonging to the 
diplomatic corps, alao returned 40 their respective countries, af ter the 
Attache Branch had announced the termination of their dstachnent to the 
deman army, Another portion had temporarily baen asel ched te the n- 
tary attaches representing their country. All foreign military attaches 
and their aseletante were required during the first period of the war to 
atay in Berlin, They frequently called on the Attache Branch and received. 
tafornetion within the lmits of the necessary secrecy, 

The majority of the militerr attaches, impreased by the success of 
the Folish campaign, openly expressed their interest in operations nor 
were thay hesitant in offering congratulations, That ne reticence stenzed 


fron politieal considerations was perveptible. Social. exchanges and good 
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Zeliowsip started again zoon after the beginning of the war. 
The friendly, later in part cenfoderate, military attaches and er- 
floors remained in Berlin, 10 was evident that preferential treatuent 
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must be accorded these military attaches in order to increase their 12 
terest and confidence in dornany. They redbetved ina rea 80. orientation 
and facilities to inspeob aray installations and vere furnished vith 
press and 8 material at well as the first released var ex- 


periences, 


— 


Ho change took place either in the personal er official relations 
with the military attaches of neutral states, They received information 
of a general character only, decane the pousibility alvays existed that 
thelr meseages nicht cone to tie knowledge of pereons for whom they were 
not intended, Instead ef that they received comments from the wehrnacht 
bulletin, war reports for the press, and similar material. In the course 
er the var they had sufficient opportunity to vieit the troops, Hilitary 
| attaches were sel dem denlt with esparately unt 41 sone of the arnies they 
| represented joined the war on Germany's side, thus bringing about new 
| . ‘-Felationships for their representatives to the Aray nich Command, 

The foreign wilitary attaches received daily through the Attache 
Branch the Yehraacht bulletin and a counent with it about two hours before 
another agency gave it de the press, In this way the foreign military 
attaches were enabled to inform their general staffs through their 


. ghannele on the latest news of the war situation in advance of other 
agencies, Besides they frequoatly received written orientations hh 


— — 2 


— ——ꝛů— — — ——ä teuer 


RTS EEA -e ——— 


.. ˙ SORES IE Sc EST 


FFV 


pac 


— 


18 $ Foal; . - 


went beyond the official balletin as regards indication of places, 
The operations officer of the Attache Branch oriented the military 


attaches ty means of a special situation my en all itous released, Fron 
tine to tine the foreign military attaches could discuss the war altuation 
with the Chief of the Attache Branch, who anevered their quest long within 

the limits of the uenecsary secrecy, The military attaches of cooperating 
states received more frequent and detailed information, pat even in these 

cases a certain reticence was never abandoned, 

Visite to troops, training schools and ingtitutions of the fteplacee | 
meat Training Army were continued for it was of arent importance for the 
Attache Branch to keep the foreign military attachoe in good spirits and 
well interested and to avoid he feel ing on their part that they were being 
negiected on account of more ae things, 

For this reason the Attache Branch asked permission of the Gomzander 
in Chief to carry out visite to the troops and expectally training schools 
and institutions of the Replacenext Training om with the military attaches, 
Froa tine to time the attaches tock part in special training courses o- 
ef carried out with live assunition for the infantry, artillery 
* amored oommand schools and the school for mobile troops, They via ted 
tye enginesr schools in order to see obstacle const nation service, opera- 
tions en rivers and vater ways, and ant 1-511 box operations, The Army 
Aaniai stration Office gave deronstrations of modern arsy supply service, 


Tren tine to tine training, war and merely entortainzent fine vere chown, 
All thess vt ended with « friendly nesting of the foreign and Gersan 
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officers, 
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28 professional soldiers the foreign military attaches were constant~ 


17 destrous of sesing the German front and real var. The responsible ra- 


—— EAD SIRI 


porter agencies, upon application of the . Branch, soon gare per- 


migeion to vielt the front and the war one. 


These visite te the front vere prepared in enoperation with the 
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operations Branch and the front command posts with the necessary moane of 
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| transportation and guiding officers provided. fre wiiitary attaches, their 
aschatenta, and in some eases ul a the naval and air attaches wero invited 
in a group and driven te the front in special care or trains through the 
cooperation of the Chief of Tranaportation. When airplanes were used they 
were diviaed inte groups, one folloving the other, Guidance and responsiq- 
dic uns in the hands of the Chief of the Attache Branch. 
‘the foreign attaches could on occasion take part in earrent opere- 


tions; otherwise a Wait of the pattiefield vas carried ont tumediately on 


5 


the termination of combat, and troop commanders dencri bed the couree of 
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evente at . place where the fighting had taken piece, The atlitary 
attaches ware allowed to ask questions, to take notes and to a limited 

| | extent to take photograchs, Yor these Maite invitations were e 
‚ nate in order to arrange a net ing votween the foreign attaches and German 
troop ä and 7114 officert. | 


Among others the following front visits were mde w the foreign 


military attaches} 
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‘Polish compatgeny 


Before the French ann 


French saspaigns 


Balkanas 


Russian campaignt 


France 


Ae far as Modlin during the fight for 


Warsaws to Yaranw three days after ite fall. 


West Wall near Saarbdruecken and troop 


training arene behind the front. 


Jane 1940 via Aachen, Brussels to the ares 


around Dunkirk (La Panne), 


Spring 1941 immediately upon the occupation 


et Gresce via Sofia, the Bupel Pace and 


Saloniket to the Isthmus of Corinth, 


Auttmn 1941 near Lake Ilmen te Aray Group 
North July 1942 to Kiev, Seporosye, Crimea, 
Sevastopol and Kerch, 

Autumn 1943 gositicns in front of Leningrad 
near Meht nonth Arny Headquarters (Army Group | 
Herth). N 


) 


Vevrasry 1943 to the Soastel dofenss on the 
Ghannel and Atlentie and troop training of 
reserve unite including armored divisions, 
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men, at the beginning of 1942 Thay, Hangary, — Slovakia 
and Groatia sent, in proportion to the strength of their arnies, forces 
for commitment at the eastern front, the main point of effort of the 
Attache Branch became aooperation with the allies and the Gersan 111 on 
ateffs at the. allied high commande at the front. In addition there was 
mae otose sooneration with the Mn ah General at the German Righ Command, 
the Japanese military attache, and the Spanish e attache in affaires 
of the epant un volunteer division comaltted at the eastern front. 

Before the start of the summer attack of the German eastern army 
with tte allies and foreign volunteer formations in 1942, the first 
echelon of the Attache Branch with the allied military attaches and thelr 
liateon steffa vere transferred to the headquarters of the Arzy High Com 
and which had moved from East Prussia to Windtsa in former Rune lan Poland, 


Here they wore Joined ty the Finn ah General and his state vho had formerly 


been otattonea at the office of the Aenistant Ghief of Staff 1. The 
gseond echelon of the Attache Branch remained at Berlin. Good el nal com 
mintgationa faciittated the control of this echelon from headquarters. 

Hew taske given the Attache Branch included exchange of mutual information 
on the course of epavations, report e on thie eubject te the Assiatant Chief 
of Steff IV and the Ohief of the General staff, orientation of | the Gpere 
ations Branch, receipt of the Mches and demands er Germany's allies „lch 
came through from the allied attaches, from the generele of the German 
1141 80n staffs, the German military attaches, and from the allied geneml 


staffe, These requests vere prosented by the Attache Branch de the agencies 


of the Gorman general Staff or Arsy and Vohmacht Migh demands. The 
Attache Branch arranged aeeeaenry sonferences Yetween allied ntti tary 
attaches and ngencieg of the. an dene rn Starz of the Mehra ent 1 
Gonmand, At times the attaches ware reel ved oy the Agaiatant. ‘hte of 
State 11 or d the Thief of the General Atal? agcompant.d by the h 
of dhe attache Branch. At the same time the attaches Branch had to trange 
ns and prevent the deuands of the German High Command to Gernang's 
sities, | | | 
ALL fachlition were arranged $6 mat the allied mill sary attaches 
ö and Unison ateffe could secure quick tolephone and tal eraph orm - 
cation with their general staffs and front forose. at this period of 
the war, beside the Vinnish armed forces, fighting jointly with denne, 
thera were about titty 4111 divisions Anetuding security divisions at 
the onstern front. Besides, there vere volunteer forces in the form of © 
the ant ch Sine hivision, as well as resinente and ba Stn! feng of rrenen- 
0 . nen, von 100 ne, NMenintgs, Yanes, Finne, Later on alee or Latvians and 
| Eetonians, and eventually about 100 bat tal ions composed of eastern peoples, 
Joint Atgounston of the situation took place dal iy under the chief 
of the Abtache Brunch, on which occasion. the operations officer of the | 
branch. reported n ‘the situation at the front as indicated on à situation 
map in additie the allied ‘generals and military attaches reported. on 
| developments at their fronts end theaters of war ingtuaing Japan. 
: The Attache Branch alse haa much tasks sa arranging visite at the 
© | | front and at schools. ving Ausietance in training, sending detoohnents 
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0 allied countries, and maintaining liaison with the competent agencies 


ef the general both the front and the Teplneament training forces. 
= the officers of the Attacks Branch were billeted and worked together 

with the allied military attaches in the samo block of houses and went to 
the sane officer's club, vhere lectures vere delivered by experts of the 
men Command in their ficld of interest. | 
men the German headquarters retumed to Inet Prussia at the de- 
ginning of Winter 1942, the forward echelon of the Attache Brunch with 
the allied 114 tary attaches and gmorale went 8e Berlin. ‘The allied 
section of the Attache Branch vas agein quartered in à special house to- 
gether with the agencies ef the allied ai litary attaches, and cooperated 
with then as Before at Vinitss, ‘This method was kept up during all changes 
of loantion until the termination ef the var. 

Apart fron the front visite provided for all military 8 the 
military attaches of the 2111 e countries drove or flew accompanied wy an 
escort officer of the Attache Branch to their high commnds or forces 
connttted at the front, mostly in ‘conformity with their wishes for orien- 
tation at the front, or the desires of troop commanders who wished to 
confer on their affairs. In part ienlar oases it was ness gary that the 
military attaches ge te the front on the request af the German General 
starr in order to clear up causes for allied reverses and to settle nis- 
understandings. For tuch tripe the Attache Brangh and the escort of- 


tieers provided ali facilities for the allied militory attaches, 
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Tron tine to Sine leading friendly or allied aflitary personages 
visited headquarters of the Army and Wehrescht High Commands for oom 
ferences, partly at their own desire, partly on the initiative of the 
Army or Vehrancht Bigh Commands, | 

18 wae the tsk of the Attache Branch to transal? the tene to de 
at ecussed, to arrange « time, and to prepare the discusetona and the in- 
vitations 20 it, to draw up a program, and to make arrangements for an 
entort, The Chief of the Attache Branch accompanied the questa to the 
Chief of the General staff, the Comander in Chief of the Army and the 
Commander in Chief of the Wehrmacht. Among others present at heads 
quarters were the commander of the Spanieh volunteer division and his 
atccencor, the Japanese General Youachita, the Chiefs of ‘Start of Hunenry 
and Romania, and the Bulgarian ini ster of var. Chiefs of state and persons 
like the Finnieh Marehal Wannerheim, who were invited as guests ef the 
supreme commander, were taken cara of ty. other agencies. . 

Importent personages. Melting the front frequently went te the head- 
quarters first and were accompanied dy the German military attaches or 
German Generals at the allied high command, Their interonts wore repre- 
sented in the same way. | 

A gront many leading men cane to Berlin for conferences with both 
agenoles of the Arey andl ‘the Wehrzacht High Sonmands, As fer as the Ary 
vas concerned they were received ty the Commander of the Replacenent 
Training Aray and invited by him or the Aesistant Chief of Staff J. Prepar- 
ation of the program was alse effected through the Attache Branch which at 
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times also hand ed visits at agencies of the Wehrmacht Sigh dounand, 

AM foreign atlitary attaches received the nost important pabli« 
aations of the German press and extracts fron the foreign prone for their 
information and inetvastiaas they recelved cemmantaries on the Wehrmacht 
Bulletin, books and var report e. fhe latter aleo duly referred to the 
adhieverents of Germany's allies. At certain times the Attache Brangh 
showed notion pictures to the foreign military attaches at Berlin or for 
the allies during their stay at the headquarters, 5 

Since mutnal invitations and a sertain amount of entertainuent were 
part of the aiplomatia service, this could not be completely di sl aged 
even in ar. Foreover, nunerous delegations came to Berlin for conferences 
in eonnection with the friendly and allied ailitery attaches, and many | 
visits to the Replacenent training Army took place, on all such occasions 
the foreign military attache provided entergainment, ich had sonchow 
to be returned. The Commander of the Replacenent Training Army or the 
Asel tant Chief of Staff v. er ten took care of thia,at least until the 
begiming of 1941, although the Attache Branch had to make the preparations, 
On other occasions friendly and neutral military attaches frequently enter 
tained the officers of the Attache Branch, so the chief of the Attaahe 
‘Branch Bad te return euch invitations at his home or at a hotel in a way) 
adapted to var conditions, ‘fais was necessary te cultivate good relations 
vith the foreign Bilitary attaches, Then, doo, when there wae a change | 
af nilitery attaches or their senior aesistante, sogial invitations were 
necessary, at which occasion 2 farewell gift was prosented. It gould 


not atwys de avoided that the thier of the General Staff: in gortatn es 
as stances nad de invite forotgn alitary attaches to headquarters: in wis. 
: of the mot that ne vas overdurdened with more important duties, 


In dine of war as well as or peace, 4% was the migaton 1 of we 


a ewe, Bras gh ‘$0. cnltivate relations ‘with the arm! es or roroln states. 

2 d ꝛinse there hed. been no poseldility for this during the tine of nobilis 

N sation, it assumed mani fold proportions eapectel ly with regard o arnies 

. whieh: changed from: a friendly basis de one or allies, Beyond that it was | 
inportant to interest the neutral ates and to support the activity of 
the Geman mili tary attaches in those countries, especially since the 
German command obtained raw material partly fron neutral countrios for 
unt ah tt eupplied in return arms and equspnent, Yor this purpose the most 
efficient nethod was de have foreign military attaches: visit Carman sarvice 
sehen and, 17 possible, the front, 


ö 8 Anouen am-exchange of detachments vas not possible as in percatine, 
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German officers with way exsertense could still be gent to friendly countries 
to Lecture or 888168 tn training. In this way gernan officers ware sent to | 
Italy, Hungary, and Mntand, Later on the dernan Amy missions and German 
Qenerale at the allied high commands took charge of these tasks, partly in 
cooperation ith the Attache Branch. it gould, however, also be arranged 

do detach indivtaaat officers to the German ailitary attaches in: fone 

nentral countries where Liga d delivered. lectures on war experiences before 
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the ‘allied and friendly armies had an cnporiunity, shortly after the 
beginning of the iat, to detaah officers to the Replacement Training Arry. 
Only exeaptional, Cases were permitted to be dstached to the reclacenent 
foraes; mostly the officers were sent de the service schools, Al¢hoach 
in this way numerous Italian, Hungarian, Romanian, Slovakian, Spanish, 
Final eh, Bolgarion, qapane so, sone Croatian, and in 1939-41 Huastan of 
ficers were detached at different timas to the Replacement Training Army. 


Several | delten, Hungarian, Slovakian, and Rulgartan officers. teok part 
in the training gourses of the Kriegeakademe. A fey Lorstgners were 
teuporarily with the forces and staffs at the front. he detachmente of 
| officers of neutral aountries were fever lu number and for only short 
periods, ö 
On the initiative of the Germain nilitary attaches abread, individuals 
and delegations of allied, friendly or neutral armies were invited to visite 


at the ‘front, The Attache Branch made suggestions ag to what was te do 


ahoun and in vhich ses ter of the front and received accordingly the per- 
mission of the. Commander in Ohief of the Army or the Chief of the General 
Staff, the Attache Branch prepared and carried through the tour in cde 
operation with the rent une Tores. 
In the dane way Visits to ‘the Replacement Training Arey vere arranged. 
The firet tour of this kind vas carried out ty the Ohisf of the Attache 


Branch daring the last part of the ron en enn A . with Hongerian, Pinni gh 
and Amortoan officers, fone of. the latter having previcusly been dstached 


to the a egenke dents, Japanese Colonel General Teranch! ws at the Vest 
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val! and on the Polish attleficlds, The Hungarian dhler of Staff in- 
spected the battlefields after the French caupalgn, Several Italian 


‘delegations carried out - study tripe. A large-eiced Japanese eoomterion 
under General Tana ahi da stayed for thres months with the German Aray. 


The Attache Branch prepared the progras for then, The dapanesc. com anion 
vigised among other things Inttlefields in Poland and Trance, visited all 
training schools and wan frequently recelvad by the top-level corn . 
agenal es. A large Turi h and later on à Ful enmrian dslemntion vietted 
the southern sector of the eastern front, Several 81 88 nod en al aatona 
vorked in special hoepitais in the Astern theater of var. Further visite 
vere made by Finnish, Bani ch, Bean an, Nongarian and Slovakian dele. 
gations, when the Portuguese War Mint st ry, with which hardly ang re- | 
lstions had been kept in tine of paace, shoved special interest for dhe 
dernan army and the var, officer delegations were severn) tines given the 
opportunity to visit the front and service school, The reports of these 
officers are said to have been most positive, 
mos aooperation with the agencies deseribed above during peace 

was continued during the war, but in addition the war brought about an 
extension of such cooperation with some agencies, and in sows cases ad- 
aitions] agencien vere added. | . 

Within the Army High Gomiand, cooperntion was extended to the German 
Aruy tisstons, treining staffs in foreign goontrias, and German Maison 
staffs to the allied formes, | 


HS ü Non 5 ae 


Through the General staff operative ogencles included: 

The Operations Branch for records through the Attache Branch and for 
the situation reports and questions concerning the counituent of the allies; 
the Organization Branch far cooperation on the organisation of liaison 
staffs and arny agenaies in foreign countries} the Training Branch for. N 
astistance in training of allies, including questions of training staffs 
to be sent abroad, regulstions; the thief of tupply and Aduintetration — 


for many queatione of supplies and eqaipment for allies; the enter of 
Traneportation for trangportation of allios and for supplies and engineer 
equipment provided for the allies; the Chief Signal Officer for el na 
conmmications with the Attache Branch from headquartere to Berlin and 

to the Sersen nilitary attaches, as well as of allied military attaches 
to thelr general staffs and front forces; the General of the Luftwaffe 
at the Arny High Command for apealal airplanoa for visite at the fronts 
the Aesietant Ohief of Staff 1 for information given all allied military 
at taches on the situation and preparatory measures for the connituent of 
the alliee in 1942, | 


The Commander of the Replacesent Training Army (and the General 
Army Office) provided for the detachuent of foreignore to the Replacement 
Fraining Army and service schools, and for the reception and invitation of 1 
rend or foreign officer delegations on She occasion of their presence at 
3 5 . . 
che Arny Ordnance Office in the course of the war was. concerned with 
the inerensing sutnal dstachrent of comaissione with plited artes, with 
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: the fohmnacht at the Commander in Chief for the recentions of higher 


var forelen groups whore coepsration vat even aloeer shan in peace in 


countries,and on questions about Wehrmacht Attaches and the dernan Generals 


, 


15 „on, 


representing the interests of foreign | somml salons at Bertin and queettand 
ef applies of arms de nes and nautrala. 

bensand agencies of the front Line forces (ary groups and e 
coordinated visite te the front, Aetachnents to the front of ferman ant 
allied liter abtaches ‘and other foreleg officers, | 

within the Vehrvsoht the Avtache Branch needed the cooperation of 
such agenoter of the Wehrancht ‘High Command ast the Adjutant!e ¢ office N 


of the Chief of the gehrua cht High Comand and the Adjatent's Orfies af 


foreign officers, tine schedules, escortey the Deputy vehrnacht opera. 


dions baff for reports on the ettuntion in the — Theaters of 


all matters of the rilitery attaches and the uilitary interests of foreign 


at the 811164 high commandag the Gorman Wehrancht aigaione snd German 
Generals at the allied high commande in matters of gooperation with the 
Gernan wilitery attaches residing in the sans countey and in questions 


of detachments of allies te the Army, as well as some general affaires 


the General Wehrmacht office for the visit and care daring their stay 


at Berlin of ‘the delegntions of the Gv es Protective Power. in caring 
for peisoners of art the Wehraacht Reonomic Offies for inorea sed do· 


operation in nliitery econnzia questions of foreign countries and the 


wer ‘economy assietents of the military attaches; the Wehenacht Pro- 


paranda Branch for prees relonans und vecks, periodicals, files fox the 


1 


gas 0 te, ale of attacks reports concerning thts * „ 


te foreign Press in the sountyy to vateh the attache aa aoorectted, ; 5 f : 
with the Ant aties ‘Comat selon at Tichy the Attache Branch vas cone te 


cornea with the Anotrastions to the Comission concerning Matson with rs 


the foreie: units attaches aacredited to the Trench goverment at n iG 
and in tating © care of their interests and report to the Attache branen. 
om the var mist of the directives for giving information 


to foreign ailitary attaches and officers, which were adapted, do bea. 5 
conditions, ware voided, Tnsreased secrecy was necessary, inasmuch as. 
the mont ‘confidential information ‘indent unintentionally de passed on to. 


: the ev. Gensequently greater reserve dad to be exerod eed and nore. 
| general, tnformtion given to the foreign ailitary attaches, which we, 1 a 5 


partly. ales aneess1bie de the press. In the meanting the Attache Branch 
was newly orientated ty the mperior agencies, and new directives wore 
tipatated for the giving of information fron time to tims concerning the 
var el tuation, armament, reflections 02 operational pose 111010, and 
what foreign officers would be allowed to see in the field of the Row 
placement rann Arny. 

It was important to arrange the front visits in mah a way that the 
foreign visitors would Be strongly and lastingsly depressed the per 
fornances of the German soldiers and by the Gorman fighting power vith 


ite veserves of men, arnanente, and material. The officers ef the 
Attache Branch in charge, therefore, exanined earefally vhether the 
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‘athens sho erw this purpose, how they had ‘been received, and what 
ee iuprension they made Agoording 9 ‘she ben onen reuarks of the fore 


f officers, Spestal, attention was 4 to the cecastonsl utterances of 


N foreien officers during personal oo convereations on ‘the attitude of their 


country towards Gormmny, the war, ‘the eneay countries, and en cer zuag- 
ment of ‘fatore prospects, he front ‘dine forces reported. on thetr e 
portences, and the Gernan nilitery attaches on shat what vas wala * the 
forel gers after their return. the Gerzan military attachet ale ‘Foported 
on the effects of front ling and other visite on the attitude ot the | 


Leading aliitery agenetes of their respective countries, In the. sane r 


. the visite to the front er the foreign nilitery attaches wore endung. 
85 a information and experiences Gaines from the complied records wore re- 
ported. to the interested agencies, and utilised when preparing 3 further 
front and. sroop visite. | 


. the beginning ‘of the ar, the Chief of the Attache Branch was: 
aint daily informed dy telephons on the progress of the important — 
tions wy hig inmediate superior, the Assistant Chief of statt 1. in order 
to. adept ascordingly the information to be given to the German and foreign 
military attaches, In the course of the war, regulations and ‘procedures 
were established ty the Chief of the General Staff. The Operations Bennet 
transaitted. daily to dhe Attache Branch ite report n the situation, es- 
oasionaliy adding a situation map of the eastern front. on application 
the Gperations Branch gave 4 wumma ry of ite estintes of the situation 


Tor use of the Attache ranch, hen reporting to the 1 Asal stant ener of 


Fron these records the. Chief of the Attache Branch on nis own 


romonstbiitty compiled and 16 cu seperately the following ortentatt 
on the at ent: . : ae 5 
(3) Telegraphic information on the 1 tuation to the deen 


miittary ftaches in allied countries and do German Generals at 14 


high comnts, indicating what gould ve passed on to the goneral stat? 
of ‘he, lieg country, ee 
1 . (20 Telegraphic tnformtton to dhe German military attaches in | 
0 | neutral. ‘sountrien with a similar {ndication as to the general staff of the 
reepective country. | | 

| (3) Written infomation of a general character to all foreign 

| ente, abteches, | 

| @ Specially Compiled information on the situation, ran 
: mititary attache channels or the ‘German Generals at allied high commande, 
sent + by dre to to. the Mangariaa Recent, the Romanian Marshal and the Marchal 


with, Branch 8 of the Personnel orte. as those 


f of suxtlinry officers inovended sonst derably aur ing the war and had to 
te mat, On the other hand 14 proved advisable to employ officers, who 
had been at the front, as assletante to military attaches, for which 


attaches ‘and generale with a speotal situation BAD. 


(60 Individual information Sl ven to neutral military attashes 
on 1 another situation nap, through the oporations officer af the Ghiat of 


a the Attache Branch, 


Aha a certain continuity was deuired, a change of officars and 


alterations ‘dn the Attaches: Branch and other „ N unavoidable Xn: 
tine of war, ‘he Attache ranch, therefore, had. Yo propare plane nd 
bring then into. accord with the gent ral Branch of iv General ster, “later 


moles had control over 
| 
changes in personnel, ‘ 


In compliance with their wishes, a portion of the military ab tachen 


vere released for service at the front and replaced, Others wore dene 


rarity detached. to the front and deputies had to be appointed, The naad 


purpose wounded or convalescent officers were useful, The office pozsone 


nel wae also constantly changing since it me not expedient to leave due 

atviduat lors or eoldiers 100 long abroad. Cooperation with the Army 

Adntnt stration Office and the General Arzy offiee was node naar here, 
The ne conditions prevailed at the Agtaahe branch. Sone of fhe 


offtoars vent d the front, others were temporarily employed as rerre- 
sentatives of nilitery attaches or tire ans stands. Meo the ane 
for a vertan rednsti on in age of the technical Staff offleers bad % : 


18 # rou¹ - 
de teken inte account. The silitary attaches or assistants going abroad. 
were detached, according to their requirenente, for a longer or ende 
perlod of training to the Attache Branch, 


the regular dourler communications with the German military abtaches 


ran from the courier office at the Attache ranch through the courier ar 


fiae channel of the Yorelan Office, The Foreign Office couriers doparted 
ono, or. ab Bont, twice weekly on set days. Since eometines in the 
aourse of the war eapeciahiy urgent matters had to be dispatched to the 
atittary attaches, the Foreign Of fiee agreed that cfficers of the courier 
office of the Attache Branch or detached officers might also function as 


oft e181 courlers. Thece officers vors general iy instructed by the Chief 


of the Attache Branch to negotiate affairs of the nilitary attaches verbal- 


ly, to aucept thely request 6, and tranemit special meseages, In this way 


direct and fand communications with many attache arenoles were established, 
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‘Chief of the Attache section 
ob Seatton 1 err niet) 


boris elavomations and report of a “general nature. 


“Directions for gontact with foreigners, 

‘Ferannel affairs; foreign leave, . 

. Prohinite, areas. ö 

Parttetpayion of foreign ailitery attaches and delegations in 
maneuvers, parades, or special. state functions. 


a Concentration of the German military attiohes for an attache nesting, 
Sub Sate 11 Sub Section 1 a 


italy 
Spain 
* ror tuꝶil 
Sab uerland 


Gooporation with the protocol of the Yoreten Office and Personnel offies. 


an 


ud Scotien v 


- Adniatetration — 


Hheanctad nab bert ol the eoraan military and naval attaches, 
Budgets with Arry and Wehrmacht Alen Coasande, opens tor 
favitations of foreigners at Army. erk 10e of Attache Sections, 
employes bau 1) , 


Adnind ctratica an 


Dictetbution and forvarting of in and outgoing nattors. 
orrlee Arkade. 


Courter offien 


Gotlesting courker wail for Adepateh do foreign countries. 
| Passing La en te Foreign Offleas insoning courier wali. 


ab Sections ue 7 doiatiy” 


= — of reports An conneation vith the Branches. Foreign 
Ane Feed end Yaad. . Handhing of teporte. Affaire of the foroten 
ond dernen Adana Honosandana for yoporta to She Come 
dauer aa and of the U, Chie? ef General Star’, aaf 0 
N enter or ‘Stat? V, Len abtache repo de concerning foreign allatery 
| - abtashes, Detachnente ef foreign officers te the German Aray and 
of German eteleon. ts foreign eountrioe, ‘Relations 80 5 arne. : 
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GERMAN AND FOREIGN WILITARY awzaciNa 


RELATIONS 20 FOREIGN ANMIES IN aH m 1888-89 


Geman siiitary Zoreign military 


at 22222 an 


v.s. a. 


Great Eritein 


France 


Mutual ral! ona 


attaches at Berlin 


n 


U. . A. 


Great Eritain 


Fran 


Belgiun 


tron v. s. a. one officer perma- 
nontly ad Eriegeakademio, Exchanges 
ar visite. a the end German med 
“ad inspeator and agel stants in 


U. B. A. - 


butual exohange of detachnents of 
three officers for four to six weeks. 


Crastesy cate, Autun 1008 Fi end- 


wan et sir Leverell, General 


 Irenside at Vehrnachd mancuvers 


An Gormany, 


Courtesy calls, Nutaal invitations 
te parades. Matual participation 
a eqtestrian meets. 


gens aa France 


4 


n. 
+4 
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os at wat 


dane fron benen 
tron ‘thao to bine 


‘ vot un 1 chord dane 


before ataxt of war 


was ‘thera permanent 


d tache 
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: porta. 


5 nent a. 


ge _ 


beter calla, Good fe 
; ‘ations in equestrian 


one officer at the 


— Krhogenkadonte at Berlin 


bes through Franco's fight 
againet. nationalist spain. 
Exchange er delegations. 
Delegations at maneuver oe, 
Visite at German training 


Me 


dcscheels 5 


butusl onchange at detach 
Autun! dclegstions 
de mancuvers. ono Sen u Of- 


floer at German re keck den 


eng- matual oxthange er 


— Frequent tun! 


dolemtions ‘gent to aril 
and nangavara, chung: of 


visite * commisatons. 


Verse 


28 775 
of: 


irae, on 
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Hungary 


Hungary 


Yugoslavia 


One German officer at Kriegs- 


akader ie. d Italian officers 
at German war Academy, Close re- 
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